as explained by Vulpian, is not a mere passive process as far as the epidermis is concerned; the cells of the rete participate actively. Some, especially in the interpapillary spaces, become dropsical, and several of such in time coalesce to form a vesicle. This mode of formation explains how the fluid which exudes from an eczematous surface differs materially fx-om ordinary serum. Over the eczematous vesicle, too, the granular layer of the epidermis disappears, and there is a failure of cornification. The most constant and essential factors in the symptomatology of eczema are sensory disturbance and trophic change in the epi- 
